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Today is Jayanti of Ahilyabai Holkar 


She was a widow who became Malwa’'s greatest queen. Defended 
our country &amp; personally led armies into battle.Never 
plundered anyone. Developed Malwa into a prosperous kingdom. 
Rebuilt temples destroyed by Mughals. Built Dharmashalas at 
Abiaderts 











Unfortunately, her memory has been blemished by inaccurate 


representations in modern popular media. 


The serial "Punyashlok Ahilyabai" depicts her as ultra secularist 
feminazi icon who questions Hindu rituals &amp; Pandits while 


patronising Sufis. 


This is far from historical truth! 








Ahilyabai was born on May 31 1725 to Patil Mankoji Shinde. 


She was from Dhangar clan(classified as OBC today). While 
Dhangars were traditionally into herding, they took up arms 
&amp; held several military /civil roles in various eras of 


history(especially during Maratha resurgence) 




















In 1737, when she was 12, Ahilyabai Holkar was married to 
Khanderao , son of Subedar Malhar Rao Holkar. 


By the time she was married, fortunes of Holkar family had 


already waxed. 


Malhar Rao was a Subedar of territory comprising 30 Parganas 


ylelding a revenue of at least 7 Lakh 








In 1741, when Ahilyabai was newly married, her father -in-law 


Malhar Rao Built Indore palace &amp; ordered the kanungo to 


populate the settlement with a promise of protection to traders. 


This began rise of Indore from its background as modest trading 


town Indrapuri to a great city 
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While her father and father in law were frequently away to lead the 
northern campaigns of Maratha empire, it was Ahilyabai Holkar 


Vaalom achameatewslebeahhabicieucialevemesaneateleyusy 


She had already become extremely popular due to her policy of 


mercy and justice towards people. 


On 24th March 1754, when Ahilyabai was only 29, her husband 
Khanderao Holkar passed away in the siege of Kumher 
(Bharatpur) when a cannon accidently hit him. 

The siege failed. The great Jat Maharaja Suraj Mal even 
constructed Samadhi for his opponent. But Ahilyabai became a 


widow 





Ahilyabai had given up all desires of life and decided to perform 


Sati to accompany her husband at his funeral pyre. 
People requested her not to commit Sati. 
But she said 


iis ws (om 0) Kare CeXere Ko e-Lexeoyecyor-venvaeelcm Uhcem Copatcmm\ Conia ao at-lomCoonmentlehnichia 


Hence, it is proper for me to commit Sati” 


When Khande Rao accompanied his father on the 
military expeditions, Ahilyabai used to run the province. 
People were very impressed with her ability and efficiency. 
So, they did not want to lose such an able woman. Hence, they 


requested her not to commit Safi with her husband’s pyre. 
Ahilyabai tried to convince them that she would not be able 
to withstand the separation of her husband. She said, “He had 
pledged to accompany me lifelong; but he left me on the way. 
Hence, it is proper for me to commit Savi.” 





YA'AaleyeMmrcy elem atcKemect-KeCcmulo mele) mpacnueem com olcouce)uenmeyclum-vecemicclomareyt 
relenting one bit, it was finally her father-in- law Malhar Rao 


Holkar who made fervent emotional appeals to stop her 


He said 


"Daughter, my son left me. If you leave me too, I will be without 


support. Let me die first” 





When the request of the people failed to influence 
Ahilyabai, Malhar Rao himself came forward to convince her, 
“Daughter, my son has left me whom I raised with a hope that 
he would support me in my old age. Now, will you also leave 


me, an old man, alone to be drowned in the fathomless ocean? 
Khande Rao has deceived me. Will you also leave me without 
any support? Still, if you don’t want to change your mind, let 
me die first.” 





Malhar Rao Holkar finally burst into tears and fell at the feet of his 
daughter in law Ahilyabai Holkar . 


This fervent appeal forced Ahilyabai to give up her decision of 


committing Satt. 


“| have always regarded you as my real daughter. You 
are now Khande Rao for me. You have to control this kingdom 
and all the wealth. After the demise of Khande Rao, my 
condition has become like an uprooted tree. Just a few days 


are left now in my life. Only you can support me.” 

“Your firm resolution to commit Safi hurts me like 
lightning. Only you can help me forget the sorrow of my son’s 
separation. Just think about my old age. How will I be able to 
have patience without you. I see nothing but dark when I think 








about you committing Safi. Do not speak therefore, O daughter 
about committing Sari, | fall at your feet.” Saying these words, 
Malhar Rao once again burst into tears and fell at Ahilyabai’s 
feet. 


Pathetic condition of Malhar Rao was enough to melt 
even a stone. At last she was forced to give up her hard decision 
of committing Safi. 





After the death of her husband, Ahilyabai Holkar was groomed by 
Malhar Rao both in Military and diplomatic affairs. 


This letter in 1765 from Malhar Rao addressed to Ahilyabai throws 
light on the situation. He sends her on a military expedition to 


Gwalior with big artillery 


... proceed to Gwalior after crossing the Chambal. You may halt there for four or 
five days. You should keep your big artillery and arrange for its ammunition as 
much as possible ... The big artillery should be kept at Gwalior and you should 


proceed further after making proper arrangements for its expenses for a month. On 
the march you should arrange for military posts being located for the protection of 
the road.'5 





This letter clearly shows not only that Ahilyabai was military 
trained, she was also considered capable enough to run civil 


&amp; military affairs. 


SWebwice: Walnabelcmcccie-Declconlmustclmr-M)(oveer-Demanovecm: Moupbecle)(omeyurcabers 
could run important departments of the state in premodern Hindu 


|Gavebe| 





... proceed to Gwalior after crossing the Chambal. You may halt there for four or 
hve days. You should keep your big artillery and arrange for its ammunition as 
much as possible ,.. The big artillery should be kept at Gwalior and you should 


proceed further after making proper arrangements for its expenses for a month. On 
the march you should arrange for military posts being located for the protection of 
the road.'8 





When Abdali invaded India again in 1765, Malhar Rao was fighting 
the Abdali-Rohilla army in Delhi. 


During the same time, Ahilyabai Holkar captured Gohad fort (near 
Gwalior). Malhar Rao in his letter instructed her to "manufacture 


gun balls and balls of smaller size". 


please send her not. None should, at present, come here. You should 
all halt at Gwalior. We shall soon come to that province. Ifnecessary 
we shall send for you after our arrival there. A messenger told us 
_ that you captured Gohadkar’s fort with a cannon, You should now 


stay at Gwalior and manufacture gun-balls, and balls of smaller guns 
as before. The Ruler of Gohad must, this year, be crushed. Please 
send my wife if you secure faithful and valiant guard, and if you are 
sure of the safety of the road; otherwise let her remain there. 





While Malhar Rao was embarking on northern campaigns, it was 
Ahilyabai who secured the rule of Holkars in Madhya Pradesh 


region. 


Malhar Rao's letters clearly show it was Ahilyabai who captured 


Gwalior and secured it for Holkar kingdom. 


Ahilyabai's strength was her artillery. 





Letter No. 9. :- (Supplementary) Blessings to Ahilya Bai. Con- 
siderable is the strength of the army of Gohad round about the fort. 
Fully weigh its strength and number, and then despatch our artillery. 
Do not rush headlong. Allow personality and prestige their own effect 
to work, Never let the artillery be away out of your sight. -“Least 
power and greatest weight” should be your maxim and rule. Blessings. 


Letter No. 10. :- (Daily Account Book of Subha Rajeshree 
Malharji Holkar, Camp Gwalior. Dated the 28th March 1765 A. D.) 
Letter to Ahilya Bai :- Some strong impregnable forts of Gohadkar 
had to be conquered. They were cannonaded and captured, Govind 
Shamrao is, as before, appointed there, The entire position is precious 
as well as precarious. Men will have to be maintained at our cost. Two 





Malhar Rao passed away in 1766. 


Ahilyabai's son Maloji then became Governor. He was distressed 


at the loss of his grandfather &amp; unprepared. 


Ahilyabai sent a very hearty &amp; inspirational letter urging her 
son not to think of past &amp; direct his thoughts to management 


of state 


Know we are allright. Let us know the same from you. No 
letter of yours has arrived here, and hence no news: that keeps us 
uneasy. You should not continue this state of silence. Be writing 
to us, and that too, in details. Already two or three letters have 


been addressed to you. Console yourself you must, as directed in 
those letters. It is no use grieving over the past. Direct your 
thoughts to the future management of the State as well as the 
maintenance of your own status. Collect yourself, and discriminate 








between the permanent and the passing; ongage yourself, heart and 
soul, in State-affairs, and show your stuff. Follow in the foot-steps 
of your Grand-father; remeniber the foundation he laid, as well as 
the structure he raised. Manage his affairs on the lines he has 
already chalked out, and gain reputation as he has done. [ am sure 


you will give up all timid doubts and mis-givings. Entertain broad 
views, and magnanimous plans; and these, I am sure, will elevate you 
even to a higher plane of fame than ever attained in the family. 
That is to be your goal and glory. Act on the advice of tGangadhar- 
pant Tatya. Blessings. (Dated 4th June 1766) 





Ob abcoyunvoct-nc)namenlccemiwluelbememenloelaatce 


Then, rather than adopt an heir, Ahilyabai petitioned the Peshwa 
to rule the Holkar lands herself. 


Ahilyabai already had an established record of military &amp; civil 


competence. 


She was now the defacto Holkar ruling queen of Maheshwar 


assumed her competence to do so. Thus, when Malhar Rao died, and 
Ahilyabai’s son — the nominal heir — went insane and died within a year 
of succession, she (already thirty years old) had an established record 
ot both military and administrative competence. Rather than adopt an 
heir, she petitioned the Peshwa to take over the administration of the 
Holkar lands herself.2° She was fully prepared to lead her troops into 


battle against the faction in the central government which opposed her, 
when a letter trom the Peshwa granting her authority settled the 
issue.*! In a novel and ingenious solution, she chose Tukoy: Holkar, 
commander of the “household” troops (but no relative), to head all 
military aspects of her rule. The stable division of power lasted three 
decades, until both their deaths in the 1790s. 








On becoming ruler, Ahilyabai exercised her policy of justice and 


reconciliation. 


She pardoned rebel Chandrawat chiefs and granted them 31 
villages. But they rebelled again. She crushed them militarily, 
forced a treaty &amp; punished the rebel chiefs. Complete victory 


was secured. 


fWalcmtcDeelcmoyanelcour-biweelcmcyo)xcr-(e mt: bur-b ele myvacelce 


However, even after crushing the Chandrawats, she chose to stick 
to her policy of mercy &amp; pardon. Once again, she forgave and 
reinstated the Chandrawat chief and a dress of honor was given to 


jabbeee 


The Chandrawats did not rebel again 


The State paper further states that after the agreement paper 
was signed, three persons on behalf of the Mamlatdar went to Dauli 
and sent word to the Chandrawats to meet them. The day and place 
of the meeting were settled and informed. A hundred and fifty horse 
with an equal number of infantry accompanied the party. While 
arrangements of meeting were being made, a sudden fire made its app- 
earance. Nearly three hundred persons of the Chandrawat’s party fell 
victims. Bhawanising - the head of the party and hero of the day - 
himself could not escape from the sufferings. On inquiry it was as- 
certained that the mishap was due to the heedlessness of the Chandra- 


wat party. Misunderstandings were removed. Bhawanising was re- 
instated. He signed all the papers of agreement, and was given dress 
of honour. He returned the compliment by giving dresses of honour 
to the Holkar party. : 








Ahilyabai's reign was famed for justice not only towards her own 


people but also her rivals. 


She frequently wrote letters asking about the welfare of women 


and children of rival chiefs who were imprisoned 1n jail. 


She made sure the prisoners received adequate amount of food. 


Letter No. 1:— Dated 26th November 1775 A.D. 


Order is issued to Khando Baburao, Kamavisdar, Pergana 
‘Indore by Her'Highness Ahitya Bai Holkat;=. ‘Women and children 
of Pemlya and other Bhills are ‘kept imprisoned in the -Kasba. 
Twenty guards are engaged extra by the Covernment as watch on a 
monthly salary of Rs. 50/- (fifty) Only, “You will, theéréfore, - retain 


the guard on service, and pay them regularly ad long’as the imprison- 
ment of the Bhills continues; get recéipts from them. The receipts 
will be counted at the time of squaring government account. Supply 
the prisoners — women as well as children — one full seer of 
Jwar per day per person after the roll-call,as long as they remain 
undér watch. That account also will be squaréd. Know ard note. 
Nothing more to add. | 





When a farmer collecting taxes from the villages was robbed of all 
JnaKovalcarvamUalcmenCeiROUAvlMeLUCctcynWaUanlarccloy-u mbalcincr-Cemoy-N(emuslcmonlovatcrm@ne 


them from her own expenses instead of punishing them. 


Such a benevolent gesture is hardly with a parallel in those days of 


JKoXo) omy oyubbateCcomr-belemoestchwelcieee 





Letter No. 2:— Order is passed to Trimbak Babutao Kania- 
visdar, Sarkar Bijagad by Her Highness Ahilya Bai Holkar:— 

Kallu servitig under Shariff Havaldar of Huzrat Papa was robb- 
éd of all hid money at Bhikangaon while he was on his way “home. 
He got Rs. 598/- (Five hundred and ninetyeight only) from “the 
villagers. The villagers ‘approached us and told us their tale. ‘Kall 
also has returned here. We have heard both the parties, and have 
decided, rather with rherciful regard to “the Ryot, ' that: Half the 
amount be returned to them. The’ written bond for Rupees thirty- 
threé (out of thé whole amdunt) is ordered to be returned. The re- 
maining amount of Rs. 265/- is to be paid by you on our behalf, 
You shall pay this amount to the Ryota of thé said Kasba from: this 
year’s revenue of the Sarkar Bijagad, and get réceipt thereof; the- 
amount should be entered into account-books as ‘‘Baddal-Mushahira” 
(Service-pay) of Kallu. The amount will be squared at the time of 
government account. Note and know. Nothing more ‘to add. 
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While she worked hard to run the affairs of the state, she never 


JoybhweKe1elexem ofere) 0) Ker 


When a specific year did not witness much rain,she did not tax her 


farmers even a penny. 


People saw Rajmata as their own mother 





Personally, Ahilyabai Holkar led an extremely simple and religious 
life. 


Her "palace" is shockingly modest &amp; simple 


She used to live in a small residence in Maheshwar. She never 
oLendime-venradcuectcascoyumelcyacic) be 


Her "throne" was just a simple chair &amp; did not have a single 


o)maksbeatovene 











Ahilyabai rose at 5 AM everyday for her Puja. 


Jalsa alslaMalsrcbae me alsw as lechacesemelan cabbucberslcom-nalemelevarsiacemcem o)uclatseneats 


before consuming breakfast. 


She forsake non-veg food, onion and garlic. 


Except during durbar, she never sat on throne. 


She wore plain white and slept on the floor. 





(a) The Devi’s 
( monarch’s ) 
daily life as 


narrated to Sir 


_ John Malcolm 
by her perso- 
nal attendent. 


“She rose one hour before day-break to say her morning pray- 
ers, and perform the customary ceremonies, She then heard the 
Puranas read by Ambadass Puranik for a fixed period, distributed 
alms, and gave food to a mumber of Bramhins (which she personally 
saw placed before them) , her own breakfast was then brought, which 
was always of vegetable diet; she had forsworn animal food. After 
breakfast sho again went to prayers, and then lay in bed for a 
while; after rising she dressed herself and went about 2 O’clock to the 
Durbar, where she usually remained till about 6 in the evening; then 
two or three hours were given to religious exercises, and a frugal re- 
past; and business was comamenced again at about 9 O'clock and 
continued till eleven, after which she retired to rest. This course of 
life, marked by prayer, abstinence, and labour, knew little variation, 
except what was caused by the occurrence of religious fasts and feati- 
vals (of which she was very observant), and emergencies of public 
affairs. The devotional exercises which she imposed upon herself 
every month in the year varied according to the rank and attributes 
of the presiding divinity of the season.” 





Ahilyabai's greatest contribution to Indian civilization is 
rebuilding Hindu temples &amp,; tirthas that were destroyed 


during Islamic conquests and rule. 


Without her, ALL Tirthas would have been in ruins and there 


wouldn't be any standing temple. 


AV E-Nomcd elon isbatcmccrsehe)(ccmolenuimonrmeleys 





Afghanistan 


Pakistan 


Bangladesh 





Ahilyabai visited Somnath and was moved by the sight of 


destroyed temple with mosque built on top of it. 


She constructed Somnath Mahadev Mandir opposite the 


Gesin i avl ep Benvesrettcu-vatempetsie-ll(cremualommpatce-musloues 
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Jyotirlinga 
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She visited Srisailam which was then in the domain of Nizam. The 


temple had been destroyed and lying in ruins. 


She rebuilt temple &amp; constructed Pushkarini. 


AYA'A eXcdwentée) om OXO sical o)(cmmaN onl Wiel oy: Nmselovele)ncrem Corer: muu-Cenlaloyem-baCemoluulimmuare 


temple according to regional style and custom 
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The original Omkareshwar temple was destroyed during Tughlaq 


Invasion. 


The present temple at Omkareshwar was built by Ahilyabai 


Holkar. She also presented the silver murti 








During those days of Nizam, The Mallikarjuna temple at Srisailam 


was destroyed in a very pitiable condition. It 1s one of the 


Jyotirlingas 


Here is the letter from Maratha ambassador requesting the 
TNalke) aye} eluCovameymmavanlave:loy-Nas wKe)lce-Vum KOM nclolbnCemualemucrneye)(em-varel 


construct repair works. 





Letter. No. 32:— Letter from Madhaorao Laxman, 
ambassador at Hyderabad (Deccan) Dated 16th of April 
1'791:—Your Highness has performed one or even more religious 
works of building a temple, ghat etec., in all the holy places of 
Hindusthan and the Deccan. We have, however, heard of none such 
work at Mallikarjun. It is earnestly requested that some work of 
the kind-great or small,-shall be done there also. I shall be happy to 
submit a sketch of any work that Your Highness may be pleased to 
order. In cascIl receive no communication, I shall be content to think 
that no work has been done there as Her Highness does not wish. 


The pilgrimage to that holy spot is beset with great and many 
hardships. Your Highness’ blessings alone enabled me to accomplish 
it in the company of my family members. It is all due to Your 
Highness’ majestic magnanimity. Mallikarjuna is heavenly amongst 
all the Celestial-Lingas. The Linga is worshipped for 2 or 3 months 
only, during a year. There is one Bramhin who leads a life of 
celibacy, and offers dish to Mallikarjun and the Devi, and then 
takes it for himself. He owns a piece of land donated for the service. 
The Puja (worship) right is owned by a Jangam. The annual 
income amounts to rupees fifty thousand. It goes to the treasury 
of the Pathan of Karnul. (Madras Presidency). 


There is, on this very mountain, and at a distance of a hundred 
koss (200 miles) a temple of Shree Vyankatesh seated on the hood 
of a serpent. On the holy spot named Manrath was erected a ghat. 
A clerk of the Sarkar-named Gopal Narayan—came here with the 
Huzur orders to build a Shiva temple thereon. He has brought with 
him a Kinkhab bag containing a letter addressed to the Nawab. The 
letter was submitted to the Nawab on the 12th day of Rajjab. A 
sketch of the temple-building is attached to the letter. I shall try 
my best to see that the letter is properly attended to by the Durbar. 


The Aundha Nagnath Jyotirlinga, destroyed during Aurangzeb's 


conquests, was rebuilt by Ahilyabai Holkar. 


The present standing temple was built by her 
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After Aurangzeb destroyed the original Vishnvanath temple and 
oLbnU Lm @are-B ones] 0) BLY KolcrepuCemoyel ke) one) mE 


It was Ahilyabai who constructed the current temple of Kashi 


Vishvanath right next to mosque. 


It is all thanks to Ahilyabai Holkar that Hindus can still worship at 
Kashi Vishnvanath 
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Manikarnika Ghat was destroyed during the Mughal age. 


The present Manikarnika Ghat with its temples was built by 
Ahilyabai Holkar 
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The Taraka linga is intalled in this temple. It is believe that Shiva 
here chants Taraka mantra in the ear of departed which leadrrs to 


lbleysyechaleyer 


The present Tarakeshwara temple was built by Ahilyabai Holkar 
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She also built the Kevalagiri(Ahilya) Ghat and constructed 
Brahmapuri which housed and provided free food and residence 


for thousands of Brahmins, Sannyasis and pilgrims. 


Inside Brahmapuri she built Annapurna temple where 24*7 


Annadana (even at night) was provided to pilgrims. 
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The Grishneshwara Jyotirlinga temple of Ellora was destroyed by 
Khiljis. 


It was rebuilt by Ahilyabai Holkar. 


Today, most tourist to Ellora caves situated less than a kilometer 


away do not even know of this temple 
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Ahilyabai Holkar repaired the Bhimashankar Jyotirlinga temple 


PUALe MOO) AiaMOLGKsem-Mer-Dule)datcber-Leclbeatcmeleluiisd Maalsins 


It is believed by many devout Hindus that Bhimashankar linga is 


the original Lingodbhava Murti 
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Ahilyabai Holkar also rebuilt the ancient Vishnupada temple of 
Gaya. 


| Gem om oye) (enero onvare Cen cole las sOneCGLUIcMuatclmuentcmuconeye)(emeloleiecmoleluoyurelic 
of Vishnu. 


After the reconstruction of this temple, Hindus were able to 


commence their shraddha and Pinda funeral rites in Gaya again. 














Ahilyabai was also a great patron of arts and crafts. 


She promoted weaving and textiles by offering them concessions, 


advance and security. 


The famous Maheshwari saree industry owes its origin and growth 


to her. 


According to a tradition, the first saree was designed by her 
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Ahilyabai Holkar also patronised various scholars of Vedas, 


Puranas, astronomy, astrology and medicine in her court. 


Scholars from all over India flocked to her court where they were 
given due respect and rehabilitation. She personally crowned 


Vedic scholars &amp; washed their feet 





Name of the Savant. 


a ee 


1. Malharbhatt Mulye | 


. Janoba Puranik 
3. Ramchandra 
Ranacle 


. Kashinath Shastri 


7 


. Damodar Shastri 
. Nihalbhatt 


. Bhaiya Shastri 
Rigvecli 


$. Gotu Shastri 


[Banks of the 
| Narbada 


Master of the 


Resident of. Science of. 


Sangamner. Puranas and Ritual. 


Puranas. 


Ratnagiri District. 
Worship. 


- Shastras. 


Banks of the 
Narbada 


Shastras and Puranas. 
Puranas and Ritual. 


. Grammar, Vedanta and 
| Shastras. 


Lailangana. Vedas. 








oe a Master of the 

_ Name of the savant | Resident ol. Science of. 
9.°Manohar Barve Tailangana Kirtan. 

. Baliramjee Gujrath. Worship ritual. 


. Ganesh Bhatt | : Astrology and 
Astronomy. 


2. Trimbak Bhatt Astrology. 


3. Mahant Sujangir Worship. 
(yosavl | | =. 


. Trimbak Buwa Sangamner. Kirtan. 
Haridas | 


. Anand Ramjee | Narmada Bank. Worship ritual. 


}. Govindram Pande | Gujrath. Astrology and 


Astronomy. 


. Balkrishna Bhatt | | Astrology and ritual. 
Joshi 


. Daji Raghunath | Medicine. 


ce 


9. Ganeshram | Gujrath. Medicine. 


While the serial depicted Ahilyabai as a secularist who questions 


Hindu priests and rituals 


Ahilyabai's own letters show that she styled herself as "Protector of 
cows and Brahmins" 





Blessings from Parshram Gosawi—well-wisher to Your Highness 
and devotee of Shree Rama—resident of the monastery at Shirgaon- 
to Shreemant Ahilya Bai—protector of cows and Bramhins. We are 
doing well at the holy place of Auyodhya on the banks of the 
Sharayu, under God’s grace, till today the 1lth day of the dark half 
of the month. Though resident of the Shirgaon monastery of Shree 
Ramdass untill now, we have travelled up to this place with the 
‘intention of staying here. There is a plot of Government land near 
the Shree Rama temple on the Sharayu bank. I am passing my days 
taking my baths in the river, and performing religious rites. On the 
couthern side of the temple, and the rest-house, there is some open 
land. We desire to build. a temple of Shree Rama on the piece at 
our own expenses, and pass life in performing religious rites. With 
this object in view Thave deputed my son Balkrishna to your 
Highness. You will, please, send orders in compliance with the 
request to the worshipper of the temple. Your orders of compliance 
will satisfy my desires, and I shall ever pray for your welfare. What 
more shall I say but my blessings to Your Highness ? | 





Ahilyabai stopped capital punishment. She instead took personal 
oath from prisoners &amp; released them. Many of the prisoners 
aXe loyo)nerematoyateri mules 


Indore became a very safe and prosperous city under her rule and 


people from Bombay, Surat and Pune used to settle here 
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Ahilyabai Introduced 7/12 scheme when there were droughts. 


According to this scheme, farmers had to pay no fixed tax but 5/12 


only when there were rains and the crop was abundant! 


Farmers prospered. No trader tax beyond custom. Her subjects 


weren't afraid to display wealth. 


Ahilyabai who built temples, orphanages, residences and irrigation 
tanks all over India led a modest personal life. She used to live in 
this small residence in Maheshwar. Never built anything for 
herself. The Saint Queen used to sleep on floor. Her lips always 


uttered "Shiva" 
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Recently, Sanjay Raut compared Mamata Banerjee to Ahilyabai 
Holkar 


Ending the thread with this joke 


|Dibeleicemaetsmaslimuctusrlel 
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https://threadreaderapp. com/thread/1399425242154496000.htm1 
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